
our quick guide to 
lighting design

Achieving the right effect at the push of a button takes  
the right technology,  a little planning and a lot of experience.



The fundamental element  
for our living spaces, lighting  
reflects our mood and enhances  
the atmosphere; it can raise our 
spirits and relax our senses.

Where we live and how we  
live is often dictated by natural  
light, but when the sun goes down 
we suddenly have a blank canvas  
to illuminate and cast a palette  
of colours and shadows to  
create drama. 

Today’s options for intelligent  
lighting is a lifetime removed  
from the humble light bulb  
and dimmer switch. 

Here, we take a brief look  
at just a few considerations  
and inspirations.

Start with a bright idea.

Good lighting design isn’t something which 
“just happens” and should be given as much 
(or more) attention as any other aspect of 
your home or individual room. 

Remember, this will enhance the beauty and 
features of everything else put into the design 
during the hours of darkness.

The provision for lighting, it’s wiring and 
controls should be planned as early in any 
development as the core structure or key 
architectural features. 

It’s no coincidence that Majik House work 
closely with so many leading architects, 
advising on what’s achievable and helping 
create their vision and their clients aspirations.

That said, we also work with a number of 
wireless systems which eliminate the need for 
re-wiring the property and re-decoration. 

Some basic considerations when first planning 
the lighting design include where people will 
sit in the room, what the room is used for, 
what other sources of light will be present, 
what will the purpose of the light be? 

‘Ambient lighting’ provides general  
illumination throughout the home where ‘task 
lighting’ (such as kitchen downlights, reading 
lights, bathroom mirrors and vanity units) 

will provide for more specific activities that 
require more light being directed in a targeted 
direction. 

‘Accent lighting’ is used to draw attention  
to architectural or room features to enhance 
the environment. 

Take a moment to think of your home, the 
artwork on the walls or signature pieces of 
furniture; well designed accent lighting will 
enable them to look their absolute best at  
all times.

The chances are that, even if you are just 
planning a single room, all three types of 
lighting will be utilised so even more crucial 
that the design, installation and operation take 
everything into consideration.

Think about how your home spaces are used; 
a dining room isn’t just where you eat and a 
living room isn’t just somewhere to watch TV, 
so the right lighting enhance a party or set the 
ambience for a romantic evening. 

We will always encourage taking a ‘whole 
room’ approach to planning lighting. 

This starts with daylight and making the best 
use of this resource, along with simple things 
like colour schemes and how the different 
light sources will react with the palette on 
your walls. 



What is lighting control?

Quality lighting is an important aspect of our 
daily life, and is often taken for granted. Light 
control is the ability to regulate the level and 
quality of light in a given space for specific 
tasks or situations - working, relaxing or 
entertaining friends, these are the scenes or 
‘moods’.

Controlling light properly not only  
enhances the experience, it helps to save 
energy by using light when and where  
it is needed most. 

Flick a switch or tap on a screen?

Wall-mounted controls can also be 
programmed and personalised to recall 
favourite settings and effortlessly transform 
the light that surrounds you (relaxing, reading, 
party, romance etc).

Along with more familiar wall-mounted 
controls, Lutron, Control4, Rako and amBX 
have all developed their own advanced 
software which allows your home lighting 
to be managed by iPhone, iPad and Android 
devices. 

They are all leading innovators of smart 
lighting controls and systems: we believe 
they’re the best, that’s why we use them 
within our complete designs. 

Lights! Action!

Lighting can help create the classic cinema 
effect all, of course, integrated and simply 
controlled to suit the use of the room. 

The type of lighting will also depend on your 
choice of screen: a Plasma, LCD or LED 
screen will benefit from having some  
ambient room lighting.

The lights can also play their part in the movie, 
with an intelligent and interactive system 
(such as amBX) which engages with what’s 
happening on-screen and envelopes you in 
the action.

It pays to be dim...

While there are many ways to reduce energy 
use, most involve sacrificing something: few 
actually enrich the quality of living and working 
environments like intelligent lighting controls. 

Being able to adjust light levels for specific 
entertainment options, to enhance ambience, 
to set a mood or take advantage of daylight 
are all options afforded by intelligent controls. 

We all know you can save energy by turning 
off lights when they’re not required, but 
sometimes we forget or don’t notice that 
we’ve left them on. 

Automated systems can incorporate daylight 
and occupancy sensors, programmed to turn 
on lights according to changes in light or the 
time of day, without any input from the user, 
and automatically turn them off, preventing 
energy waste.

Majik House are a team of experienced 
lighting designers, project managers and 
professional installers. 

As part of our service,  we are able to  
co-ordinate all the contractors involved on a 
project to ensure the highest standards are 
delivered and that the lighting system complies 
and adheres to latest building regulations.



For further information and guidelines on planning  
the right lighting solutions for your home - both inside  
and out - visit our website at www.majikhouse.com



*Source: Lutron Electronics Co., Inc

Choosing the right light bulb is a balancing act between 
energy savings, comfort, durability, cost and compatibility. 

Incandescent bulbs provide rich, warm light quality and 
controllability but are by far the least efficient.

Screw-in CFL bulbs are energy efficient and have the 
longest life. However, they provide less pleasing light, start 
up slowly, are not disposable and most dim poorly.

Halogen bulbs are an efficient option (being up to 30% 
more so than traditional incandescent bulbs) and they 
provide high quality light which is easily managed and 
adjusted, and is therefore especially suited to intelligent 
control systems.

LED lamps are used for both domestic general and 
special-purpose lighting. Where coloured light is desired, 
LEDs are able to emit a huge array of colours through  
the RGB spectrum, without the need for filters, something 
which also contributes to their impressive energy  
efficiency.

New developments within this technology now enable 
the features of all other types of light sources to be 
encompassed with intelligent LEDs and smart control 
systems.

As a general rule, all bulbs last up to 20 times longer when 
used with an advanced controlling dimmer system*, using 
less energy and increasing financial savings.



Some brands we use.

Majik House are truly independent 
which means we are free to specify 
the equipment which is best suited to 
each individual project, regardless of 
manufacturer. 
We work closely with the following 
brands, ensuring whatever we install  
gives you years of enjoyment from  
your investment. 
Should you have specific brand  
preferences, then we are always happy 
to work within your requirements.
We now have our own range of high 
quality highly efficient and, above all, 
highly decorative light fittings which we 
are able to demonstrate with a visit to 
our showroom.

Kirkby Lonsdale Business Park 
Kendal Road, Kirkby Lonsdale, Cumbria LA6 2GT
Telephone. 015242 73578     
Email. info@majikhouse.com    
www.majikhouse.com


